Cambria Up the Coast

Central Coast town is peaceful, picturesque and lots of fun.
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Downtown Cambria offers shops,
boutiques, galleries, restaurants
and coffee houses. \
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ambria is a little bit California
Beach town, a little bit quaint
English village by the sea. It
is just close enough to get to
#" inahalf a day (240 miles from
Los Angeles) and just far away enough to
be a real getaway. Located on the central
coast between Morro Bay and San Simeon
this picturesque town offers lots to do and
see, and has a nice variety of restaurants
and shops.

It takes between five hours to reach
Cambria from Orange County, following
the 405 to the 101. On the first leg of the
journey, there's not much to see as you
fight the tangled L.A. traffic. But as you
drop down into Camarillo you are treated
to a green patchwork of California farmland.
The verdant valley is the first of many
beautiful sites. The road soon meets the
ocean, and the scenery changes to rocky
cliffs and magnificent wind swept sea as
you pass through Carpenteria, Santa Barbara
and Pismo Beach. At San Luis Obispo, you
pick up Highway One, a gentle ribbon
passing through rolling green hills where
cows graze under the branches of old oak
trees. Cambria is about 40 minutes beyond

the intersection of 101 and Hwy. 1.

Fog and fireplaces

Here the air is cooler and foggier than at
OC's beaches. The water is greyer and more
turbulent, crashing on rocky coves. Wisps
of fog creep in early in the afternoon. Along
Moonstone Beach Road there's a chain of
charming inns and motels. Among them
is the Fireside Inn, which offers cozy rooms
with fireplaces and patios. Your stay at the
innincludes a continental breakfast with
cereal, fruit, fresh juices and warm oven
baked goods. Another option is pre-
measured waffle batter and a hot griddle
to cook your own waffles on.

The highway that runs parallel to
Moonstone Beach Road is bordered by
grassy hills topped with the dark silhouette
of a forest of Monterey pines. Here the sea
and forest converge in a magnificent
brooding landscape - nature's elements
contrasting and complimenting at the same
time.

Cambria is known for its serene and
tranquil pace. It's an ideal place to relax
on your patio as you watch the waves
spreading out on the sand, the gulls
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swooping above and magical dawns and
sunsets. Still there is lots to do.

Out and about

" Just across the highway from the Inn is
the beach walk, perfect for walking, jogging
or biking. A wooden walkway takes you
down the length of Moonstone Beach.
December through March, you can catch
the passing parade of whales from Leffingwell
Landing. The tide pools are home to crabs,
sea anemones and an occasional sea star
or octopus. Sea life shouldn't be disturbed,
but you can collect shells, driftwood and
semi-precious jasper stones of all colors on
the beach.

Twelve miles beyond on Highway 1 is
Piedras Blancas, a haul-out spot and rookery
for Elephant Seals. In the cove, these immense
seals mate, rest and raise their pups. It is
one of the few places in the world where
you can observe and take pictures of these
amazing creatures up close. On a winter
morning, we spied the brownish-green
mammals lolling on the sand like overweight
tourists.

Just six miles from Cambria is Hearst
Castle, a provocative slice of California
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history. William Randolph
Hearst, the son of a miner who
struck it rich,
become a publishing magnate.
The Castle he dubbed La Cuesta
Encantada (The Enchanted Hill)
was his dream. It took
more than 20 years to build.
Hearst worked in collaboration

went on to

with Julie Morgan, a protégé of
his mother and the first woman
to graduate from Berkeley's
school of Civil Engineering.
Today, Hearst Castle, opulent
and mysterious, sits atop a hill
overlooking the ocean. Here
Hearst assembled art pieces
from all over Europe and
entertained royalty from
entertainment, sports and
politics. Visitors are bused from
a parking lot near the highway
to the top where they can take
a variety of tours through the
house, guest cottages, terraces,
walkways, gardens and indoor
and outdoor pools. The film
about Hearst is well worth
seeing and adds to the tour
experience.You can spend an
afternoon or a few days seeing
the entire 127 acres.

Downtown Cambria

Back in town, Cambria's
Main Street offers shops,
boutiques, galleries, restaurants
and coffee houses. The town's
roots extend back to the 1800s
when the mining, logging and
whaling industries kept
Cambria thriving. At the eastern
end of Main Street, stand lovely
Victorian buildings dating back
to that era. Nearby Burton Drive
is home to upscale galleries
and eateries.

If gardening is your thing,
don't miss Moonstone Gardens,
located between Cambria and
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Drive. Visitors can tour three
acres of gardens and waterfalls.
There is also a nursery, wood
gallery and day spa.

The Garden's Hamlet
restaurant has continental fare
- seafood, steaks and pastas -
and a breathtaking view of the
Pacific. The night we dined
there we were enchanted by
the sun shimmering on and
setting below a pearl grey sea.
The Hamlet's owner, Roy Ford,
was more than hospitable,
pouring us a taste of some local
wines while regaling us about
his interview with Huell Howser
for a spot on the PBS show
“California Gold.” The restaurant
is also known for its lemon ice
cream and Jazz concert series.

Speaking of food, Cambria
is rich in restaurants. The 100-
year-old Brambles dinner house
serves hearty, delicious fare.
Nearby Linn's menu includes
sandwiches, salads, soups and
baked goods. The air here is
redolent with the smell of berry
and apple pies. Linn's also sells
Olallieberry (a type of
blackberry) jam, jelly and
preserves. I always stock up on
jars for my home pantry as well
as gifts for friends. Down the
street, the smell of barbequed
chicken, burgers and ribs wafts
from the outdoor grills on the
patio of the Main Street Grill.

People in Cambria are
consistently friendly and love
to take the time for a chat. Their
welcoming attitude adds to an
experience that leaves you
feeling peaceful, rested and in
awe of the beauty of the golden
state of California. OCM

Ann C. Shultz is a freelance writer
from Dana Point.
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BLUES FESTIVAL

& THE ROOTS BAND

JORN HIATT & NORTH MISSISSIPPI ALLSTARS
LOS LOBOS « G. LOVE & SPECIAL SAUCE

TOWER OF POWER  TOMMY CASTRO BAND » CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE

LIL ED & THE BLUES IMPERIALS * JAMES HARMAN BAND
JAMES HUNTER FROM ENGLAND + HENRY BUTLER FROM:NEW ORLEANS

THE ELECTRIC KINGS FRON BELGIUH * THE MANNISH BOYS REVUE
ZAC HARMON &THE MIDSOUTH BLUES REVUE » MARTIN GERSCHWITZ  BLUE MAMA
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MAY 20-21

DOHENY STATE BEACH
DANA POINT HARBOR

GET TICKETS AT ALL WAHOO'S FISH TACO LOCATIONS

ENAISSANCE DANA POINT » OMEGAEVENTS.COM
DONERY STATE BEACH VISITORS CENTER » TICKETMASTER.COM
SINGLE DAY PRICES: GA S40 » VIP S80 » BACKSTAGE GOLD $160
2-DAY GA PASS IS ONLY S65
KIDS AGES 6-12: $10+AGE 5 & UNDER: FREE!
ADULT TICKETS WILL BE $5 MORE AT THE DOOR
BOX OFFICE 949_360.7800 * OMEGAEVENTS.COM
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